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ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition Making

One Family’s Dreams Come True In Logan, Utah

Single mom, Janet Pauni, her family, to receive brand new 

home built by Logan-based Kartchner Homes, thousands of volunteers,

business and community donations and Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 

LOGAN, Utah — Oct. 15, 2006 — Excitement and surprise defined the overwhelming emotions at the home of the Pauni family when the design team from ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition appeared on the Pauni doorstep this morning to announce the family had been chosen from a pool of thousands of applicants to receive a dream home.

Kartchner Homes of Logan, Utah will join with Extreme Makeover: Home Edition to build the Pauni family a brand new home built in just one week. Troy Kartchner, president of Kartchner Homes, said his team is grateful for the opportunity to design and build a home for a hard-working, deserving family. 

“For a family that has given so much to the community, it is only right the community comes together to help them,” Kartchner said. “The most important part of the build is the happiness of the family, and that is where satisfaction comes in.”

Kartchner Homes, thousands of contractors, craftsman, construction workers, and volunteers in the area are dedicating their time and resources to making this project one of the biggest built on Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.  

Construction will commence with the demolition of the current Pauni home 1085 N. 400 E., Logan, UT 84341 at noon on Tuesday, Oct. 17. Kartchner Homes and ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition design team plan to present the home to the family on Sunday, Oct. 22.

About the Family

The Pauni family moved to Utah from Tonga in 1991 to give the members of the family a better life and educational opportunities. In 2004, husband/father Danny Pauni died of a heart attack, leaving his wife Janet, their nine children and live-in nephew struggling emotionally and financially. For the past two years the family has run four businesses to keep afloat. 

Despite their personal and financial needs, the family is involved in numerous community activities. The children participate in volunteer activities for the youth in the community and offer services for the elderly. Janet runs a traditional Tongan catering business, but also cooks and delivers food to needy families in the neighborhood. According to builder Kartchner, residents of Logan should be eager to help serve the needs of a family that has volunteered its time to making the city a better place to live.

Volunteer/Donor Efforts

Volunteer efforts are surprisingly easy to find in Logan, a city of almost 46,000, which also houses Utah State University’s 23,000 students. The state of Utah ranks No. 1 in almost all categories of volunteer service in the United States, including number of volunteers, annual hours of service and overall volunteer rates for seniors, college students and young adults. In a community such as Logan, the only problem that may surface in the volunteer effort is having too many people wanting to help.

To find out about volunteering and donation opportunities (including construction workers and trade workers), as well as a list of community activities being held throughout the week, interested individuals and organizations should visit www.KartchnerHomes.com or can call the volunteer hotline at 435-770-7411.

About Kartchner Homes

Kartchner Homes builds to meet the specific needs of its clients. In its 10 years of service, Kartchner Homes has built approximately 750 homes, while most new clients are generated by referrals from current owners of homes by the company, Kartchner said. Previously, Kartchner Homes has also worked to provide homes at little or no cost for deserving families and is continuing that service-oriented tradition in its partnership with Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. 


Kartchner Homes is the No. 1 homebuilder in Cache County, Utah and Madison County, Idaho with a reputation of excellence. Kartchner Homes is known for affordable quality, comfortable living, family value and honest service that extends long after families move in. Kartchner Homes knows where home is and that is what drives all of its decisions, from planning the location of its next community to choosing the floor plans most suited for a buyer’s lifestyle to planning the design of the home and making it all within reach for the customer. To find out more about Kartchner Homes, log on to www.KartchnerHomes.com.

About Extreme Makeover: Home Edition
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, which has won back-to-back Emmy Awards as Best Reality Program (non-competitive), is currently in its 4th season on ABC. The program is produced by Endemol USA, a division of Endemol Holding. Denise Cramsey is the executive producer and David Goldberg is the president of Endemol USA.

Media Info

Accredited journalists are welcome on-site for the duration of the build — a busy construction zone and a closed Hollywood set. Please note that when visiting the site, physical access to the construction areas will be severely limited and close-toed shoes are required on site. All journalists must check in with the media registration tent. More information is available in the media section at www.KartchnerHomes.com.
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